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The Art of Printmaking


Printmaking is a form of art that exercises multiple techniques including intaglio, lithography, woodcut, screen-printing, monotype, and digital prints just to name a few. Each method encompasses a hefty amount of time and effort to create a tailor-made work of art. Printmaking allows you to work from a wide assortment of media and can involve printing from a copper plate, printing from a stone, using woven mesh and an ink-blocking stencil, manipulating ink on a smooth surface, and/or working with photography. Images are normally transferred onto paper and are considered to be an original print rather then a replica like most may think. Each motif may vary due to the concrete process, and numerous states can be made to produce new works of art or help to further enhance the image. Technique and process are very crucial because is can help influence the artist, be a means of healing, and is important for drawing out emotion in the artwork. Commitment and time play a key role in developing a print.


What is the connection or differentiation between life and death? What lies between these two realms? Teresa James is an artist that is very spiritual and surreal and it’s displayed throughout her artwork. Following in her father’s footsteps, she also become an artist and is influenced by religious creations and art by Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera. The door that she opens in her artwork, allows for the viewer to decide whether or not the energy that is being crafted is positive of negative. Religion is signified in most of her work with symbols of angels to help protect the weak and pure hearted from dark forces. James created her own business, White Wings Press, which is very ironic, because she uses white wings in most of her artwork to express the presence of angels.


“Quiet Strength” (2007), is a print that embodies the ability to express multiple feelings and emotions through strong line work with a hint of bright color. At 8 ¼ x 6 inches in size, it is hand-painted etching using aquatint, watercolor, and oil-based ink on Rives BFK paper. In this piece, the overall shape, that being an oval, represents life in that most portraits in the past were made in this shape. The illustration is mostly black, white and grey and depicts a woman silently posing for a portrait while two leafless trees lurk in the background. The darkness of the image gives it a very sad feel and a bright pink flower, placed where the figures head should be, represents the life within the person.


Jason Cantoro is an artist that experiments with printmaking and screen-printing. By using original photographs and drawings, he brings the two together to create unique, handmade works of art. Cantoro enjoys working with images that make the viewer think and envision a life with more meaning. The piece “Final Tale On Esplanade” (2010) is 30 x 22 inches in size. It was hand printed on a light table using a silkscreen and acrylic ink, and printed on acid-free cotton paper. The image itself is very playful and innocent, but was fabricated in an appropriate proficient manner. It depicts a King Kong sized woman with an octopus head hovering over a row of joined homes that you typically see in the city. The woman seems to be from another decade because of her Marilyn Monroe posture and dated clothing, which seems to add to the already faded quality of the image. It appears to signify the enjoyable and unpleasant parts of life when it comes to what has transpired in the past to what is going on in today’s times.


Both printmakers have parallel techniques, but each evokes different feelings and reactions, which makes for an overall appreciation for various reasons. One is very serious and gloomy while the other is playful and catches the viewer’s eye because of its dramatic approach. The two pieces, however, are vastly compelling and powerful in the way that the color is perfectly placed and the lines are consistent throughout the illustrations. Cantoro celebrates life, while James in a way, honors what that life exemplified in the past. 
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